IX.





CELEBRATION AND CONCLUSION





At a particular time between the last lecture and the final exam, the Russian Coup occurred, almost as though it carefully had been planned.  Professor Lamberg-Karlovsky was in Moscow while Alexeev was in Cambridge;  Alexeev was in telephone communication with his wife, Tatiana, also in Moscow.  He has a television set up at 102 Quincy House and was able to keep his wife informed of the US news coverage of the coup; she apparently was receiving very little information.





As I recall Alexeev's story . . .  Tatiana was first to suspect that something was not right.  While driving past the Kremlin, she noticed tanks lined up behind the walls.  Rushing back to her Moscow apartment, she immediately telephoned Alexeev in Cambridge and both of them knew they must devise a plan to get LK out of the Soviet Union, and quickly!  Tatiana was successful in locating a car, driver, and the back road to the airport.  Knowing that time was of the essence, she and the driver loaded LK and baggage into the car, calmly yet carefully drove through Red Square, and proceeded to the airport road just as the tanks were beginning to assemble.  "The sight of these tanks is so palpable" commented LK upon viewing them from the rear window as the car and its passengers sped on to the airport.  American dollars helped book LK passage on the last flight from the Soviet Union.  Tatiana, on the tarmac, waved good bye to her husband's American colleague, and LK wished Tat’ya hope and courage as his flight took off on the eve of an ominous historical event.


	Back in Cambridge ... I had heard of the coup on late night television news and continued to follow the events in Moscow throughout the night.  As well, a severe hurricane was being predicted for the Boston area and a hurricane alert was in effect.  At a decent hour in the early morning I telephoned Alexeev and we chatted briefly.  He first informed me that LK had landed safely in Boston, then he said he was greatly concerned for his wife's safety, and that although he was expected to be strong and brave, at the present moment he was very frightened.  I asked him if the impending hurricane also alarmed him; he said that he'd lived through many hurricanes.





	On the day of our oral exam, everyone was jubilant; the coup had been successful, Communism was dead, and the hopes that Democracy carries with it were shouted about in Moscow and 102 Quincy House.  After the exam, Alexeev asked all of us to join him for coffee and conversation.  We sat around his long table taking our coffee in institution style cups; Alexeev took his in a china cup with saucer.  And we made plans to celebrate independence and the rebirth of Russia.


	The date was set; celebration was to begin on Saturday at 3 p.m.  And so it did!  We picked Alexeev up at Quincy House and drove to Boston, to the waterfront, past the Old State House, to Faneuil Hall and to Durgin Park, one of the oldest restaurants in Boston.





	The setting was perfect.  We dined alongside strangers at long tables, clatter from the kitchen was not silenced, and scurrilous waitresses barked our orders as we selected from a menu of New England favorites.  I have forgotten what we ordered, but not what we helped order for Alexeev.  We found for him the largest tenderloin I have ever seen, potatoes french fried, and baked beans, corn bread, etc.  We toasted "nasdrovya"; Alexeev corrected us: "a vasa drovya" and strangers in the dining room began toasting as well.  By the time Indian pudding and coffee had arrived, the dining room had become roaringly boisterous and Alexeev was fielding questions not only from us but from strangers as well.  One female New Englander grabbed my arm and said: "Ask the professor where are the Kennedys and Rockefellers in Russia".  Alexeev's answer: "In the black market" �.  


After dinner, we strolled through Quincy Market, not the usual stroll, but rather we'd walk a short while and then Alexeev would stop and begin lecturing about an assortment of things such as the environment, Chernobyl, the economy, the black market, Russian bread etc while small crowds would stop and listen.  We took Alexeev to "Sharper Image" to show him all the important gadgets he now could purchase such as a solid gold razor, a lounge chair with a built-in stereo system, an electronic mouse detractor etc.  We walked through the Busta Monte gallery where paper mache figures sold for $5,000 - $10,000, and we passed a luggage shop where Alexeev pointed out a globe and checked to see if the portrayal of Eurasia was accurate; it was not.


	Nightfall arrived too quickly.  We hurried to the automobile and then drove by the Boston Tea Party ship and toured the North End with its narrow cobbled streets filled with happy tourists.  We passed the Old North Church: "listen my children and you shall hear of the midnight ride of Paul Revere.  On the eighteenth of April in '75, hardly a man is now alive who remembers that famous day and year".  We then drove by the Paul Revere House and down Hanover Street which was still dressed with festive lights; remnants of a previous Italian festival.   


	 We followed the Charles River back to Cambridge and to Quincy House.  "You will come in and join me for a drink" said Alexeev.  We replied that we would.  And we chatted and talked about many places and things.  We heard about a tribal king in New Guinea who served caterpillars for dinner.  Do you know how to eat a caterpillar?  Delicately one by one.  We heard about eating whale and dolphin - they both taste fishy!  And Alexeev gave us tips for survival in the field: always write notes when waiting for the vehicle; don't sit and stare!  He showed us his notes in progress; they were written with a strong hand and were tiny in character, carefully formed, and written without leaving margins, either top/bottom or left/right.  He also showed us a scar from Viet Nam – it was close to his eye and was gotten from a tree branch that had bounced back as he fought the jungle bush.  


	We talked about archaeologists: "he wrote about us but never met us; I do not agree with his work, but it is important; such presence; he's a racist; she's an old lady". And when we looked at our watches it was one o'clock in the morning.  The weather was quite pleasant at this hour and Alexeev walked us to the car.  We wanted to talk about our projects; could we call on Monday; when was he returning to Moscow?


We call on Monday but no one answered.








Perhaps  the most interesting aspect of editing the Alexeev lectures has been the emergence of the beginnings of a treatise on "race".  I find it necessary to point out that in my country, the study of a particular "race" has not been deemed politically correct for anyone other than a member of that "race".  For example, the only people who legitimately can study the Black or African-American groups and their history are members of that group.  And being a member is determined by skin color, African heritage, and affirmative action classification; to these people, "race" matters.  This also holds true for gender studies.  Women somehow have been deemed the only people qualified to partake in Women Studies; however, women as a "race" has been acknowledged as early as the late 1500's by E. Spenser in "Faerie Queene".  A similar phenomenon is operational in Jewish Studies.  HOLLIS no longer recognizes the heading "Jewish race"; the term Jewish identity instead has been substituted.  However, a kw command for Jewish race" retrieves 104 items.  And what of the Mongoloid "race"?  HOLLIS has recently added Mongoloid to the category of "race" and to date the heading contains six references, five of which have been published since 1992.  Recent archaeological evidence presented by Victor Mair label mummies discovered in the Xingjiang region of China as belonging to the "Caucasian race"; however, as per Alexeev and Arutiunov, there is no evidence to suggest a "Caucasian race".  And I've been searching the archaeological record for skeletal evidence which clearly denotes Mongolian, and I still have been unable to find any. Alexeev did mention the Cranial Index which places a numerical designation on the breadth of the skull in comparison to its length i.e. brachycrans and dolicocrans, however this evidence is no longer considered scientifically reliable because the range is so great.  As well, there is no guarantee that the "evidence” is completely under the control of biological inheritance; variations can be due to short term response to environmental changes.








What then is a "race"?  Alexeev, in his earlier work divided the "races" of world into three great groups: Europoid or white, Mongoloid or yellow, and Equatorial or black Africans, Negritos of Andamans and other southeast Asian islands, Papuans, Australians etc.  Arutiunov, on the other hand, sees four "races" of the first order: Mongoloid, Europoid, Africanoid, and Australoid.  HOLLIS has no difficulty with "race" and lists a Caucasian race, a Black race, and a Mongolian race.   


Since I needed further information on "race", I decide to consult the _Oxford English Dictionary_ for the etymology of the word.  The following are different meanings for the word "race": [The first entry on race is ON (Norw. and Sw. dial), running, race, rush (of water), course, channel, row, series = OE of obscure etym. orig. a northern word, coming into general use about the middle of the 16th c.]





1.	The act of running; a run;


2.	Onward movement of a thing, as the heavenly bodies, a


vehicle etc., running or rush of water;


  As a portion of time or space;


  The act of running, riding, sailing, etc. in                                                   	competition ; 


5.	In combined forms: race-boat, -colt, driver, -dust,


fund, -ground, list, -manager, mare, -meeting, -nag, night, record, report, -rider, -riding, -runner, -time, -week, -winner.





[The second listing for race is with an etymology of obscure origin]





I.	A group of persons, animals, or plants, connected by common descent or origin;





[In the widest sense the term includes all descendants from the original stock, but may also be limited to a single line of descent or to the group as it exists at a particular period]





la. The offspring or posterity of a person; a set of 	


children or descendants;


1570 FOXE "A & Ml' II. 1841 Thus was the outward race


		stocke of Abraham after flesh refused. 1606 SHAKS.


"Ant. & Cl". 111 xiii. 107 Haue I..Forborne the getting


of a lawfull Race, And by a Iem of women. 1667 MILTON


"P.L." x. 385 High proof ye now have givln to be the


Race Of Satan. 1728 POPE "Dunc.11 1. 70 How Tragedy and


Comedy embrace, How Farce and Epic get a jumbled race.


lb.	Breeding, the production of offspring; 1607                                          


TOPSELL


"Four-f Beasts" 234 It behooveth therefore that the


mares appointed for race be well compacted, of a decent


		quality. 1653 GREAVES "Seraglio" 141 He hath also


		stables of stallions for race.


	1c.	A generation; 1549-62 STERNHOLD & H. "Ps.11 cii. 


II.1 Thy reembrance euer doth abide from race to race. 1727-41


CHAMBERS "Cycl.11 s.v. In several orders of knighthood.


the candidates must prove a nobility of four races or


		descents.





	2a.	A limited group of persons descended from a common


ancestor; a house, family, kindred; 1600 WYNNE "Hist.


Gwydir Family" 33 Some affirme ievan ap Meredith to be


the elder brother, and soe doth all the race that are


of him contend. 1734 MRS. DELANY "Autobiog. &: Corr."


		I.431 Lady Weymouth's person bears away the bell,


even from the Marlborough race. 1833 TENNYSON "Sisters"


		1 We were two daughters of one race.


2b.	A tribe, nation or people, regarded as of common                                                                  	tock;


1600 WYNNE "Hist. Gwydir Family" 20 Llewelyn of Gruffith last Prince of Wales of the British race. 1667 MILTON "P.L." 1.780 That Pigmeean Race Beyone the Indian Mount. 1715 POPE "Iliad" iv. 51 Troy's whole race thou wouldst confound. 1726-46 THOMSON "Winte--" 499 A mighty people come!  A race of heroes! 


2c. A group of several tribes or peoples, regarded as forming a distinct ethnical stock. 1842 PRICHARD "Nat.  Hist.  Man" 150 No two races of Men can be more strongly contrasted than were the ancient Egyptian and the SyroArabian races. 1868 KINGSLEY "Heroes" Pref. 10 They were all different tribes and peoples of the one great Hellen race. 1883 GREEN "Conq.  Eng.11 54 Courage..was a heritage of the whole German race.


2d.   One of the great divisions of mankind, having certain


physical peculiarities in common. [The term is often used imprecisely; even among anthropologists there is no generally accepted classification or terminology]





1774 GOLDSM.  "Nat.  Hist., Animals xxxiii Thesecond great variety in the human species seems to be that of the Tartar race. 1839 "Penny Cyc.  XIV 361/2 Considerable differences occur in the general stature of the several races of mankind. 1861 HULME tr.  "Moquin-Tandon" l.v. 27 Blumenbach proposed to establish five races: lst, the Caucasian; 2nd, the Mongolian; 3rd, the Ethiopian; 4th, the American; Sth, the Malay. 1936 "Nature" 18 Apr. 636/2 The races or types into which the anthropologist groups the varieties of Homo Sapiens are ideal types. 1959 "New Biol.  XXIX 69 From the U.N.E.S.C.O. statement we can define race, as a division of man, the members of which, though individually varying, are characterized as a group by certain inherited physical features as having a common origin. 1971 R.M. & F.M. KEESING "New Perspectives in Cultural Anthropol.11 51 It is at this point that the term 'race' becomes relevant.  Though in popular usage it is emotionally charged and imprecise, it has a straightforward and important meaning in evolutionary biology.  A race is a geographically separated, hence genetically somewhat distinctive, population within a species.





3a.  A breed or stock of animals; a particular variety of a species, 


3b.  A stud or herd (of horses); 


3c.  A genus, species, kind of animals.





4.	A genus, species, or variety of plants.





5.	One of the great divisions of living creatures:


a.	Mankind.  In early use always the human race, the race of men or mankind, etc. 1580 SIDNEY "Ps." XXI.  X. From among the human race [thou shalt] Roote out their generation. 1607 "Timon" IV.  L.40 His hate may grow To the whole race of Mankinde. 1667 MILTON "P.L." II. 348 The happy seat Of som new Race callld Man. 1781 COWPER "Charity" 22 That every tribe..Might feel themselves allied to all the race. 1850 TENNYSON "In Mem.11 vi.  One writes .. That 'Loss is common to the race. 1871 MORLEY "Voltaire" 2. It was one of the cardinal liberations of the growing race.


b.	A class or kind of beings other than men or


animals;


c.	one of the chief classes of animals (as beasts, birds, fishes, insects, etc.)





Without article:


  Denoting the stock, family, class, etc. to which a person, animal, or plant belongs, chiefly in phr. of (noble, etc.) race; 1559 SACKVILLE "Induct.  Mirr.  Mag. vi Som were Dukes, and came of regall race. 1590 SPENSER "F.Q." 1.x.8 Una..Whom well she know to spring from hevenly race. 1611 SHAKS.  "Wint.  T." IV.iv.95 [Al bud of Nobler race. 1660 STANLEY "Hist.  Philos.11 IX. 362/1 Who, in Race, and Honour, and Wealth, excelled all the rest of the Citizens. 1703 POPE "Thebais 1. 685 A fate..unworthy those of race divine! 1754 GRAY "Progr.  Poesy 105 Two Coursers of ethereal race. 1873 DIXON "Two Queens" I.l.i.5 His ablest servants were of oriental race.





      b.   The fact or condition of belonging to a


 	 particular people or ethnical stock; the                        qualities etc. resulting from this; 1849 MACAULAY "Hist. Eng. i.I.16 In no country has the enmity or race  











II.  A group or class of persons, animals, or things, having some common feature or features.





8a.	A set or class of persons; 1500-20 DUNBAR "Poems" xxvi. 50 Bakbyttaris of sindry racis. 1568 ASCHAM "Scholem" i. 66 His onely example had breed such a rase of worthie learned ientlemen, as this Realme neuer yet did affourde. 1580 SIDNEY "Ps.11 XII. i Evln the race of good men are decaild. 1821 LAMB "Eliall Ser.i, "The Two Races of Men", The men who borrow, and the men who lend. 1875 JOWETT "Plato" (ed.2) V. 56 The	re arose a new race of poets..who made pleasure the only criterion of excellence.





8b.	One of the sexes; 1590 SPENCER "F.Q." III. v. 52 In gentle Ladies breste and bounteous race of woman kind. 1711 STEELE "Spect.11 No. 113 She is beautiful beyond the Race of Women. 1725 POPE "Odyss.11 XI. 349 Three gallant sons..but of the softer race, One nymph alone.





8c.	The line or succession of persons holding an office.





9a.	A set, class, or kind of animals, plants, or things; 1590 SPENCER "F.Q.@' II. xii. i Seagulles..And Cormoyraunts, with birds of ravenous race. 1823 SCOTT "Peverill, XXV (motto), Amidst the faded race of fallen leaves.





9b.	One of the three 'kingdoms, of nature; 1697 DRYDEN "Virg.  Georg.  IV. 224 Of all the Race of Animals, alone The Bees have common Cities of their own. 1707 "Curiosities in Husb. & Gard." 184 All the offsprings that are producld in the Race of Vegetables and in the Race of Animals.  IBID. 227 They can..extract from Water Minerals, Vegetables, and Animals, and give new Creatures to these three Races of Nature.





10a. 	A particular class of wine, or the characteristic flavour of this, supposed to be due to the soil; 1520 WHTTINTON "Vulg. (1527) 15 This is a cup of good romney, and drynketh well of the rase. 1645 HOWELL IlLett.11 370 One cannot pass a day's journey but he will find a differing race of wine.





10b. 	Of speech, writing, etc.: a peculiar and characteristic style or manner, esp. liveliness, sprightliness, piquancy. 1680-90 TEMPLE "Ess., Learning Wks" I. 166 I think the Epistles of Phalaris to have more Race, more Spirit, more Force of Wit and Genius, than any others I have ever seen, wither ancient or modern. 1831 MACAULAY "Ess., Boswell (1860) I. 369 We know no production of the human mind which has so much of what may be called the race, so much of the peculiar flavour of the soil from which it sprang. 1875 McCosh "Scot.  Philos. xxxi. 247 His conversation had a race and flavour peculiarly its own.





lla.  Now found in almost unlimited attrib. and Comb uses: caused by, based on, of or pertaining to race, as raceaversion, -blood, -brood, -characteristic, -conflict, culture, -difference, discrimination, -distinction, division, equality, -experience, -feeling, -hatred, heritage, -history, -improvement, -inheritance, instinct, law, line, -maintenance, -mixture, -name, patriarch, -poem, -portrait, prejedice, pride, problem, quarrel, -question, relationship, -skull, solidarity, superiority, -survival, tension, -type, war, racebegotten, -conscious, -hating, -maintaining, perpetuating, proud, -wide.





1897 MARK TWAIN "Following Equat.11 xxi. 207 It must have been race-aversion that put upon them a good deal of the low-rate intellectural reputation which they bear. 1880 A.W. TOURGEE "Invis.  Empire" xii. 513 Any one who asked the support of colored men as against a Democratic nominee was precipitating a race-conflict. 1927 "Observer 5 June Frenchmen are not so raceconscious as either Englishmen or Americans. 1977 P. JOHNSON '!Enemies of Societyil viii. 106 Nigger..is now frequently employed by the more race-conscious black. but only among themselves. 1917 "Cases Argued U.S. Supreme Court: Lawyers' Ed.,, (1918) 155/2 Plaintiff is not in a position to raise the issue of race discrimination, not being himself a negro. 1974 "Race" XV. 462 The present race divisions are projected into the past as though they were always a feature of South African society. 1890 0. WILDE 1119th Cent." Sept. 443 The imagination is the result of heredity.  It is simply concentrated race-experience. 1888 KIPLING "City of Dreadful Night" (1891) A casual reference ... There is a race-feeling, to be explained away. 1944 S.HUXLEY "On Living in Revolution" 'IL69 The actual physical kinship, which is frequently claimed a 'race feeling', must be fictitious. 1882 "Times" 15 Mar.  The furious race-hatred that has been raging over the South. 1935 "Economist" 27 July 175/2 The new excesses are confined to the special domains of class hatred, race hatred and hatred of religion. 1907 W. JAMES "Some Probl.  Philos". i. 4 Philosophy, thus become a raceheritage, forms in its totality a monstrously unwieldy mass of learning. 1901 W. JAMES "Let." 3 Mar. (1920) II. 141 Empire anyhow is half crime by necessity of Nature, and to see a country like the United States.. perversely rushing to wallow in the mire of it, shows how strong these ancient race instincts be. 1978 G. Greene "Human Factor" II.i.62 "I fell in love." "Yes, so I see.  With an African girf..You broke their race laws". 1935 HUXLEY & HADDON "We Europeans" ix. 278 From what has been said, it will be clear that 'racemixture, has in the past been beneficial. 1890 0. WILDE 1119th Cent." Sept. 457 Criticism will annihilate raceprejudices, by insisting upon the unity of the human mind in the variety of its forms. 1973 A. DUNDES "Mother Wit" 2/1 The relationship between folklore and race pride..corresponds to the relationship between folklore and nationalism in the nineteenth century. 1889 "Boston Jrnlll. 26 Dec. 2/4 Time only can solve the race-question in the South. 1920 L. STODDARD "Rising Tide of Color" xi. 293 She [Japan] should not allow her immigration to be treated as a race-question. 1908 R.S. Baker "Following Colour Line" x. 217 I have found a sharper feeling and a bitterer discussion of race relationships among the Negroes of the North than among those of the South. 1864 W.D. WHITNEY "Ann.  Rep. Board of Regents Smithsonian Inst.11 1863 113 The kind and amount of modification which external circumstances can introduce into a race-tvpe is yet undetermined. 1892 KIPLING "Lett. of Travel" (1920) 30 Seven million negroes..their race-type unevolved.








11b. of, pertaining to, or designating a style of music, originating among Blacks of the Southern US; 1946 R. BLESH "Shining Trumpets (1949) vi. 145 It was considered authentic enough for the uncritical Victor Company to issue in its race catalogue. 1946 MEZZROW & WOLFE "Really Blues (1957) ic. 161 Preaching blues was strictly race music. 1977 "Times" 17 Aug. 14/4 Negro stvles traditionally stigmatized as 'race' music.





11c. 	Special combs., as race consciousness, emotionally based awareness of those differences between people or social groups that can be ascribed to racial factors; the supposed intuitive awareness of a common heritage shared by members of a race or culture; race-gap, a difference between racial groups; race man, a Black, esp. one who advocates the rights of Blacks; race memory, a subconscious memory of events in the history of one's race or of the human race which, in it suggested, is transmitted genetically; race relations, a term for such social contac@s between racial groups living within a particular area as arise from or are affected by differences in cultural origin or skin colour; race riot, a riot that results from racial hostility; race suicide, the self-extinction of a racial group through failure to reproduce itself sufficiently, esp. of one with high cultural standards and a low birth-rate in competition with a racial group having lower standards and a high birth-rate; the self destruction of a race; race theory, a hypothetical assertion that some racial groups are endowed with specific superior' qualities.





1942 Z.N. HURSTON in A. DUNDES "Mother Wit" (1973) 2S/1 A 'Race Man' was somebody who always kept the glory and honor of his race before him..It was a mark of shame if somebody accused: "Why, you are not a Race Man (or woman)." People made whole careers of being 'Race' men and women.  They were champions of the race. 1972 C. FREMLIN "Appointment with Yesterday" xiv. 110 A race-memory of the days when servants weren't quite real, and so it didn't matter what they heard. 1934 R. KNOX "Still Dead" xi. 138.  A cave has, for all of us, an atmosphere of..terrifying mystery.  The anthropologists would tell us..that it is due to racememory. 1979 "Daedalus" Spring 103 Race riots broke out in Marseilles in 1973 that left six Algerians dead. 1921 "Times Lit.  Suppl. 25 Aug. 543/1 In defiance of the German race-theorists, and similar superficial or prejudiced observers, Dr. Curtius insists that French culture..cannot de dismissed with the formulae esprit, and 'decadence', 1949 KOESTLER "Promise &: Fulfilment 334 With the exception of the 'race-theorists, nearly all modern authorities hold that Jewish characteristics are a product of sustained environmental pressure. 1937 J. BARZUN "Race: Study in Mod.  Superstition" x. 263 Then came the biological revolution and race-thinkers pinned their hopes on anatomy.  IBID i. 17 We must..see what men who have thought and written about race think it is.  Their ideas form, not a definition of race, for they all disagree among themselves, but a type of thinking, which I shall call race-thinking. 1965 "Listener" 11 Nov. 740/2 This kind of thinking involves what are, in fact, v@gue figures.  It has been described as race-thinking'.  People who think this way..are becoming racists.





The third entry on race references a cut, slit, mark, scratch.





Entry four on race: the heart, liver, and lungs, esp. of a calf.





Entry five on race: A (white) mark doen the face of a horse (or dog).





Entry six on race references a root of ginger.





Entry seven on race: a calcareous concretion found in nodules in brick-clay.





Entry eight on race:





1.	Of ships: lying low in the water.


2.	Of measure: bare, without addition.





Entry nine on race:





1.	intr.  To run a race (with), to compete (with) in speed.





2.	intr.  To run, ride, sail, etc. swiftly.





3.	trans.  To race with; to try to beat in running.





4.	To cause to move swiftly or to make rapid progress; to cause to run a race or races.





4a.	to race away; to lose by racing.


4b.	to convey swiftly.


4c.	to cause (an engine) to race; to 'rev'.


4d.  to race off; to seduce (a woman); to hurry (a women) away in order to seduce her. Austral. slang.





5.	To suspend (a wheel, grindstone, etc.) in the


proper position for running.





Entry ten on race: Of a parent bird, to impart its nature to its offspring.





Entry eleven on race:





1.	trans.  To scratch or tear with something sharp; to cut or slash.





2.	intr.  To cut a way; to pierce, penetrate.





3.	trans.  To scrape out, erase.





4.	To alter (a writing) by erasure.





5.  To level with the ground; to raze.





Entry twelve on race: to tear, snatch, pluck "off, away, from, out, down, up"; to root out.








In concluding this section on the etymology of the word race, I can observe the following: of the twelve entries on race, only a portion of entry #2 references a tribe, nation, or people of common stock.  Literary sources in the 17th century list-- the British race; sources in the !8th century mention the Tartar race and the Oriental race; 19th century listings include Egyptian and Syro-Arabian race, Hellen race, and German race while Hulme in 1861 lists five races: Caucasian, Mongolian, Ethiopian, American, and Malay; it is in the 20th century that references include colored men, niggers, Japan and its immigration, Jewish race, race music, race theory and a "race man" who is somebody who always keeps the glory and honor of his race before him.


In the 1970's we have "race" defined by R.M. & F.M. Keesing as having a straight forward and important meaning in evolutionary biology.  In this physical or biological sense, Alexeev and Arutiunov also have a use for the term "race" and thereby divide the human population into three or four different groupings.  However, recent work in evolutionary biology, most specifically in genetics, offers reasonably concise proof that "race" is nonexistent.  Cavalli-Sforza, Menozzi, and Piazza in "The History and Geography of Human Genes , 24 6 clearly state that:


"From a scientific point of view, the concept of race has failed to obtain any consensus; none is likely, given the gradual variation in existence ... The major stereotypes, all based on skin color, hair color and form, and facial traits, reflect superficial differences that are not confirmed by deeper analysis with more reliable genetic traits ... By means of painstaking multivariate analysis, we can identify "clusters" of populations and order them in a hierarchy that we believe represents the history of fissions in the expansion to the whole world of anatomically modern humans.  At no level can clusters be identified with races, since every level of clustering would determine a different partition and there is no biological reason to prefer a particular one.


The word "race" is coupled in many parts of the world and strata of society with considerable prejudice, misunderstanding, and social problems.  Xenophobia, political convenience, and a variety of motives totally unconnected with science are the basis of racism, the belief that some races are biologically superior to the others and that they have therefore an inherent right to dominate.  Racism has existed from time immemorial but only in the nineteenth century were there attempts to justify it on the basis of scientific arguments.


... Not surprisingly, racism is often coupled with caste prejudice and has been invoked as motivation for condoning slavery, or even genocide.  There is no scientific basis to the belief of genetically determined "superiority" of one population over another.  None of the genes that we consider have any accepted connection with behavioral traits, the genetic determination of which is extremely difficult to study and presently based on soft evidence.  The claims of a genetic basis for a general superiority of one population over another are not supported by any of our findings.  Superiority is a political and socioeconomic concept, tied to events of recent political, military, and economic history and to cultural traditions of countries or groups.  This superiority is rapidly transient, as history shows, whereas the average genotype does not change rapidly.  But racial prejudice has an old tradition of its own and is not easy to eradicate".





It is my opinion that the word "race" is a pejorative term used by members of a group who have an agenda to foster the glory and honor of their particular group at the expense of others.  Neither ethnographic evidence from archaeology, nor historical etymology of the word "race", nor genetic tracings based on gene frequencies substantiate the concept of different races of mankind.





In reconstructing the ethnographic picture for Eurasia based on language and people dating from an unknown time in the past to the present (usually referred to as a time immediately before Columbus) is a formidable task and my only conclusion after attempting this exercise is that both people and language are fluid.  Most population groups are not endogamous; the early migrations such as the Huns or Mongols w@re constantly acquiring new additions such as mercenaries, prisoners, women etc. and were in continuous motion.  Many, or perhaps most, people speak more than one language and as new people are added to the group, others leave to marry into another tribe, to establish a new tribe, or simply to die.  As well, written documentation for these early groups is suspect if for no reason other than the results of the ethnocentrism of its author(s).  Religion, a very important source of bonding, has not been factored into the ethnographic picture and likely the ability to do so is impossible since people on their own accord can change their belief system.  And in this time period reaching back to the III millennium BC to present, numerous diasporas have occurred scattering ethnic groups on all continents around the world.


In conclusion, from an anthropological perspective, to search for onee’s homeland appears to be a futile process; to attempt to prove its location based on archaeology is simply ludicrous.  Based on genetics, ethnology, linguistics, and etymology, "races of mankind" is an obsolete concept.  Rather, each of us is an ethnic mosaic of genetic factors as well as of religion, nation, and class.  Today our new global society has some very serious choices to make.  Do we create new groups based on religion, class, or genetic factors, or do we accept the mosaic ethnicity of our ancestors and ourselves.  During the last few years, our world has rapidly become a different place in which groups have formed according to differences and have broken from a centralized body of mankind into tiny pockets of tribes each living in a different valley.  This is quite a devolution from civilization.  For all of us to live peacefully together is in fact an impossibility; however, what other choices do we have?  The only alternative to peace is no peace and anarchy on any scale is both barbaric and inhuman.





Arutiunov arrives in DC in June, 1996 which should coincide with the Russian elections.  Possibly another celebration will be in order.  Then Clinton, Major, Chirac, Kohl, Mubarick, Peres Arafat, Assad et al can join with Yeltzin in the very early attempts at solidifying a world peace.  It's the politically correct thing to do.


























Notes for Conclusion





256.   As we toast to the new Russia, Alexeev announces that he


has a good joke, a moon and sun joke:





KGB:	"Brezhnev!  Brezhnevi The Americans.  They have landed on the moon!fl





Brezhnev:	"Not to worry.  WE'LL land on the sun."





KGB:	"Brezhnev!  Brezhnev!  We cannot land on the sun.  We'll burn up."





Brezhnev:	"Not to worry.  Not to worry.  We'll land at NIGHT.





246. 	The full bibliographic reference is:





1994.  "The history and geography of human genes" by L. Luca Cavalli-Sforza, Paolo Menozzi, and Alberto Piazza; published in Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press. pp. 19-20.





247. 	Simon Peres was assassinated in Jerusalem in November, 1995 and was succeeded by Benyamin Netanyahu.
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