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	MIDDLE PALEOLITHIC (MOUSTERIAN) IN EURASIA



	[Lecture 3 delivered on 1 July 1991]



Overview by Geraldine Reinhardt

	

	In this the third lecture delivered by Professor Alexeev, slides are presented depicting remains from Middle Paleolithic sites.  Two new Mousterian sites are introduced: Mezin and Molodova and a brief geography of the western Siberia is given.

	The second half of the lecture introduces Upper Paleolithic sites in Afro Eurasia highlighting the sites Kostenki, Sungir, Pronyatin, Bilzingsleben, Heidelberg, and the Omo Valley in Nubia (Ethiopia/Kenya).  In Europe, Upper Paleolithic is synonymous with art.





Middle Paleolithic Sites



	Alexeev continues:  in addition to the Middle Paleolithic (Mousterian) sites of Kiik-Koba in the Crimea, Teshik-Tash in Uzbekistan, and Staroselie also in the Crimea, there are two additional sites located in Ukraine: Mezin and Molodova.



	Mezin � is located in the Dnieper Valley of Ukraine. As per Alexeev, at this site a house composed of mammoth bones and skins has been discovered.  This find is quite intriguing in that a nomadic group could feed and shelter themselves for an entire winter season based on the kill of one mammoth.

	As per the "Great Soviet Encyclopedia", Mezin was discovered by F.K. Volkov in 1908 and periodically investigated from 1909-1961 by P.P. Efimenko, M. Ia. Rudinskii, I.G. Shovkoplias and others.  At the site are remains of dwellings and places where flint and bone were worked.  Hearths were dug outside dwellings; the dwellings have a diameter of up to 6 m. and are built directly on the ground.  Other dwellings are made of wood, covered with skins and edged with bones of animals.   

	More than 4,000 flint tools have been found as well as sculptured female figurines and animals of ivory.  Drawings on large mammoth bones were made with red ochre; seashells of southern origin were used as pendants. 	

	Molodova � is located in Southwest Ukraine on the right bank of the Dniester River.  The site was investigated in the 1950's and 1960's by O.P. Chernysh.  This site is of importance because settlements of various periods ranging from Mousterian to Mesolithic have been discovered; and here is found early evidence of building construction.  At the site a structure of bones encircling tools has been found; likely fire was kept in the center.  This site also produces Mousterian artifacts and tools.  C-14 dates are at 44,000 BP as per the "Great Soviet Encyclopedia".



Summary of Mousterian Sites in Eurasia



	The number of Mousterian sites in Eurasia is 60 +; many are known only by tools found on the surface while others have been excavated.  In general, these Mousterian sites are concentrated in several geographical areas.  Only a few sites are found in the North regions i.e. nothing from Finland etc.  All sites are located in flat areas where the climate is comfortable. Open air sites have been located in Central Russia, an area of great forests and huge steppes.  In the Crimea and East Central Asia, caves were used as houses; here there is no evidence of wooden or bone construction.  Open air and cave sites are indicative of Mousterian.  Middle Paleolithic = Mousterian.

	The physical anthropology of these Mousterian sites is as follows.  The site of Kiik-Koba in the Crimea produced an individual with extremely massive bones and without an opposable thumb.  This is identified by Alexeev as Early Neandertal.  At Teshik-Tash in Uzbekistan, Mousterian tools are found with Neandertal skeletal remains.  Scholars are in general agreement that these remains are of Progressive Neandertal.  At Staroselie in the Crimea, C-14 dating at 52-60,000 BC places Homo sapiens sapiens with Mousterian tools.  At Mezin and Molodova we have building construction associated with Mousterian artifacts and tools.  Based on this evidence, the Mousterian Culture can relate to both Neandertal and Homo sapiens.



Brief Geography Lesson



	In western Siberia the Ob River runs south to north.  This area is a flat plain at sea level.  The Yenissei River begins in the south Siberian Mountains and proceeds north.  The Lena River begins near Lake Baikal and also flows north. 

	Chapter IV.



	UPPER PALEOLITHIC IN AFRO EURASIA



Upper Paleolithic Sites 



	According to Alexeev, in Siberia the Upper Paleolithic sites are centralized in the Southern regions, in the Lena Valley, in a great zone of not very high mountains and surrounding steppe.  Here in the Lena Valley, tools are in the form of flaked blades as contrasted to the Caucasus where stone and bone variations are found (bone tools are likely used for hunting birds, not animals).  These tools are Upper Paleolithic.  In Europe, Upper Paleolithic is synonymous with art. 

	

	Kostenki � is located in the Don River Basin near the Sea of Azov.  It is a small village surrounded by hills and dry valleys, ideal for hunting.  At the site of Kostenki, both stone and bone tools have been found as well as stone and bone sculptures.  Alexander Marshack � interprets decorations found on bone pieces as astrological calculations.  Bone female figurines also have been found; these are similar to those found in Villendorf, Austria and are examples of Kostenki art.  Here at Kostenki there is also evidence of houses.  

	Both Kostenki II and Kostenki XIV produced burials of Upper Paleolithic man.  Skeletal remains from Kostenki II are of an adult male, tall, and approximately fifty years of age.  Reconstruction of the head reveals a broad face and narrow brow.  	The head from Kostenki XIV is the best preserved; no bones were destroyed except for the end of the nasal bone which had been crushed by the investigator.  Reconstruction reflects a very strong adult individual with a combination of morphological features.  The nose is very broad, similar to African or Australian.  This strong development around the nose is not typical for Europoid but is similar to East African populations; however, Negroid nasal bones are flat while Kostenki XIV is strong.  This find is a combination of features whose origin is different from other groups.

	Thus, at Kostenki, we have both stone and bone tools and sculptures as well as houses, female figurines similar the "Venus of Villendorf", and the remains of Upper Paleolithic man.  From Kostenki II we have a broad head and narrow brow and from Kostenki XIV we have a tall adult exhibiting a combination of strong physical features which differ from typical Europoid.



	Sungir � is located 200 kl east of Moscow and reveals several burials; therefore, it is considered to be the first cemetery in Russia.  A total of five burials, all from the same layer produced 4 adults and 2 teenagers (together in one burial).

	Burial #1 was of an adult male, 35-40 years of age.  Reconstruction of skeletal remains reveal huge shoulders; nothing like this has been found in Upper Europe.  Also in the burial were bones from a furbearing animal.

	Burial #5 was of 2 teenagers placed head to head; the male was eleven years of age and the female thirteen.  Alongside the burial was a long spear, 2.5 meters in length and made of one piece of straight ivory.  Alexeev's Question: how was the ivory straightened �?



	Pronyatin is a site near Molodova in Southwestern Ukraine.  This site has many layers with three layers of Upper Paleolithic (and other layers of Mousterian).  Found in one of the Mousterian layers was a piece of bone in the shape of an animal.  On the bone is what appears to be drawings.  Possibly this is the first instance of drawing from a Mousterian site.  Or possibly the bone came from the Upper Paleolithic layer and moved from one layer to another.



	Bilzingsleben � is located in Germany 80 kl from Weimar, the birthplace of Goethe.  This site was excavated by Dietrich Mania in 1975.  Found at Bilzingsleban were Acheulian bone and stone implements with the skull of Homo erectus.  Also present was a broken rhinoceros bone � with thirteen or possibly fourteen incised lines.  This likely is not a piece of art but is the first evidence of mental activity.  What we have here is Homo erectus, Acheullian tools, and evidence of mental activity �.  

	 

	The archaeological site at Heidelberg in Germany produced the remains Homo erectus.  The discovery was made in 1907 �.  



	Omo Valley in Nubia (Ethiopia and Kenya) has produced the remains of either late Australopithicines or Homo erectus dating to the beginning of the 2nd millennium BC �. 







Brief Digressions 



	An outline of Russian archaeology can be found in Prehistoric Russia by Tadeusz Solimersky, 1970 �.



	Japanese scholars believe no finds can be dated before 600,000 years.  From China it's 600,000 -400,000 years.



	A conference held in 1959 surveyed one hundred years of Neandertal discoveries �. 



	Reconstruction techniques were developed in the early 1930's by M.M. Gerasimov.  Working with cadavers, he analyzed soft tissue and bone structure and found that the greater the bone structure, the thicker the soft tissue.  His book was translated into German and Japanese �.



	Henri Vallois published a work dedicated to Neandertal skulls in 1989 or 1960.  This work was published in German and English. 
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Notes for Lecture 3



�..  A recent publication on the Dnieper River Region is: 

1992.  "Istoryko-kul'turnyii rozvytok Pivdennoho Podniprov'ia v IX-XIV" by A.O. Kozlovs'kyi and published in Kyiv: Nauk. dumka.



	The only publication listed in HOLLIS for the Mezyn site is:



1981. "Drevneishii muzykal'nyi kompleks iz kostei mamonta: ocherk material'noi i dukhovnoi kul'tury paleoliticheskogo cheloveka" by Sergei Nikolaevich Bibikov; published in Kiev: Nauk. dumka.



	The "Great Soviet Encyclopedia" references Mezin as an upper Paleolithic settlement and lists the following publication:



1965.  "Mexinskaia stoinka" by I.G. Shovkoplias; published in Kiev.

�..  For the site Molodova, HOLLIS lists:



1982.  "Molodova I: unikal'noe must'erskoe poselenie na Srednem Dnestre" by Irina Ivanova Konstantinovna; published in Moskva: Izdatel'stvo "Nauka".



1987.  "Mnogosloinaia paleoliticheskaia stoianka Molodova V: liudi damennogo veka i okryzhaiushchaia sreda: k Xii Kongressu INKVS (Kanada)" by Gavriil Ivanovich Goretskii; published in Moskva: Nauka.



	The "Great Soviet Encyclopedia" lists:



1961.  "Paleolitychna stoianka Molodove V" by O.P. Chernysh; published in Kiev.

�..	For the site Kostenki, HOLLIS lists six references:



1955.  "Aleksandrovskoe Poselenie Drevnekamennogo Veka U Sela Kostenki Na Donu" by A.N. Rogachev; published in Moskva: Izd-vo Akademii Nauk SSSR.

	

1958.  "Kostenki Pervye" by Petr Petrovich Efimenko;

published in Leningrad: Izd-vo Akademii Nauk SSSR.

	

1963.  "Ocherki Po Paleolitu Basseina Dona Maloizuchennye Poseleniia Drevnego Kamennogo Beka V Kostenkakh" by Pavel Iosifovich Boriskovskii; published in Moskva, Izd-vo Akad. Nauk SSSR.



1982.  "Paleolit Kostenkovsko-Borshchevskogo RAiona Na Donu 1879-1979: Nekotorye Itogi Polevykh Issledovanii" by N.D. Praslov; published in Leningrad: Izdatel'stvo Nauka.

	

1991.  "Le Paleolithique superieur european: rapport quinquennal" edited by Marcel Otte; published in Liege: Universite de Liege.



1993.  "From Kostenki to Clovis: Upper Paleolithic Paleo-Indian Adaptations" by Olga Soffer; New York: Plenum Press.

�..  This publication by Alexander Marshack is:



c1972.  "The roots of civilization: the cognitive beginnings of man's first art, symbol, and notation"; published in New York: McGraw-Hill.



	The first edition was updated in c1991:



c1991.  "The roots of civilization: the cognitive beginnings of man's first art, symbol, and notation'; (revised and expanded); published in Mount Kisco, N.Y.: Moyer Bell.

�..  For the Sungir site HOLLIS lists:



1978.  "Sungir': verkhnepaleoliticheskaia stoianka" by O.N. Bader; published in Moskva: Nauka.



1984.  "Sungir': antropologischeskoe issledovanie" edited by A.A. Zubov; published in Moskva: Nauka.

�..  Alexeev's question is quite interesting.  Arutiunov claims that ivory can be straightened by a preliminary softening in

boiling water; thus this ivory is of ordinary mammoth but straightened.  On the other hand, I have discovered that Palaeoloxodon antiquus is a straight-tusked elephant.

�..  For the site Bilzingsleben, HOLLIS lists two references.  Please note that the first publication is in collaboration with Emanuel Vlcek:



1980.  "Bilzingsleben: Homo erectur, seine Kultur und seine Umwelt" by Dietrich Mania, Volker Toepfer, and Emanuel Vlcek; published in Berlin: Deutscher Verlag der Wissenschaften.



1990.  "Auf den Spuren des Urmenschen: die Funde aus der Steinrinne von Bilzingsleben" by Dietrich Mania; published in Berlin: Deutscher Verlag der Wissenschaften.

�..  This bone was actually of an elephant.

�..  Acheulian tools are earlier than Mousterian.  What we have here is a Lower Paleolithic site with Acheulean tools.

�..  For Homo erectus in Heidelberg, HOLLIS lists:



1992.  "Schichten von Mauer: 85 Jahre Homo erectus heidelbergensis: [Ausstellung des Museums fur Archaologie und Volkerkunde im Reiss-Museum der Stadt Mannheim, Archaologische Sammlungen in Zusammenarbeit mit Michael Amesbury, 21. Oktober 1992 bus 28. Marz 1993]" by herausgegeben von Karl W. Beinhauer und Gunther A. Wagner; mit Beitragen von Michael Amesbury et al; published in Mannheim: Edition Braus, Reiss-Museum.



	In reference to Homo erectus, the following current works might be of interest:



1990.  The evolution of Homo erectus: comparative anatomical studies of an extinct human species" by G. Philip Rightmire; published in Cambridge and New York: Cambridge University Press.



1991.  "Aux origines d'Homo sapiens" under the direction of Jean-Jacques Hublin and Anne-Marie Tillier; published

in Paris: Presses universitaires de France.



1993.  "The Nariokotome Homo erectus skeleton" edited by Alan Walker and Richard Leakey; published in Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press.

�..  For the Omo Valley in Nubia, HOLLIS lists:



1983.  "The Omo Group: archives of the international Omo Research Expedition"; edited by J. de Heinzelin and published in Tervuren, Belgique: Musee royal de L'Afrique centrale.

	

1984.  "The Omo micromammals: systematics and paleoecology of early man sites from Ethiopia" by Henry B. Wesselman; published in New York: S. Karger.

�..  The full reference to Sulimirski's publication is:



1970.  "Prehistoric Russia: an outline" by Tadeus Sulimirski; published in London: J. Baker and in New York: Humanities Press.

�..  A Conference on Neanderthal discoveries was held in 1956.  This conference is the Internationale Neanderthal Feier (1956: Dusseldorf) and the proceedings from the conference are:



1958.  "Hundert Jahre Neanderthaler, Neanderthal centenary, 1856-1956; Gedenkbuch der Internationalen Neanderthal Feier, Dusseldorf, 26-30 August 1956, mit Beitragen von: H. Breuil [et al.] Fur die Wenner-Gren Foundation for Anthropological Research, Inc., New York; published in Utrecht: Kemink.

�..  HOLLIS lists the following 5 publications by Mikhail Mikhailovich:



1955.  "Vosstanovlenie litsa po cherepu (sovremennyi i iskopaemyi chelovek)"; published in Moskva: Izd-vo Akademii nauk SSSR.



1958.  "Opyt vosproizvedeniia dokumental'nogo portreta po skelety iz Pandzhruda"; published in Stalinabad:

Tadzhikskoe gosudarstvennoe izdatel'stvo.



1964.  "Liudi kamennogo veka"; published in Moskva: Nauka.



1971.  "Ich suchte Gesichter" [the face finder]; translated from the German by Alan Houghton Brodrick; Philadelphia: J.B. Lippincott.



1973.  "Antropologicheskaia rekonstruktsiia i problemy paleoetnografii"; published in Moskva: Nauka.
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